512 


Reviews. 


[Oct. 


about a case which might have proved very interesting in its details. In 
188L there was one case of perforating ulcer of the foot with diabetes, 
which ended fatally. 

In 1880 there were 5 cases of tetanus treated, in two of which chloro¬ 
form was given and tracheotomy done ; both died. Chloral was used 
successfully in two cases and unsuccessfully in one. In 1881 there were 
2 cases of tetanus; both died ; in one morphia and chloroform were used, 
and in one bromide of potassium, nutrient enemata, and laryngotomy; 
fifteen minutes after which death occurred. 

Iu 1880 there were 95 cases of erysipelas with 7 deaths ; and in 1881 
there were 104 with 12 deaths. One of the latter was developed in the 
hospital, in a man, after an operation for strangulated femoral hernia 
carried out under antiseptic precautions. 

In 1880 there were no cases of pyaemia; in 1881 there were 5, all fatal. 

From this abstract it may be seen how interesting and instructive are 
these statistics, and how suggestive they are in regard to certain surgical 
disorders and their treatment. They are a very valuable contribution to 
the literature of surgery. They are not faultless, however. Perhaps this 
would be too much to expect. But, after making reasonable allowance for 
clinical errors and for the difficulty a registrar may have in reconciling the 
accounts received from dressers and internes, there remain here some 
defects which we think might be corrected without too much trouble, and 
the correction of which would add to the attractiveness and value of these 
reports. It may be regarded as a matter of taste entirely, but we do not 
fancy the expressions : “soft sore” and “ smash of foot;” we find “ erup¬ 
tion on hand” too vague; “ lamboidal” is probably a misprint, but “ Collis” 
(for Colles’s) occurs too often to be so explained. We find the punctua¬ 
tion so defective, in a number of cases, as to leave us quite in the dark 
as to the real significance of the figures and remarks, and occasionally an 
“etc.” upsets our calculations entirely. We find, by investigation, certain 
cases duplicated without sufficient indication of the fact. In other cases 
we find that the tables do not agree, and when we search for details of one 
statement, we are met with only apparent contradictions of it. We find 
no distinction of hemorrhoids as to whether they were internal or external. 
And, finally, we are a little surprised to meet among the “ Trivial Cases” 
one of chronic otitis and meningitis, which resulted in the death of the 
patient. 

So much by way of criticism, which we offer not without a pretty good 
knowledge of the great difficulty of keeping correctly and reporting satis¬ 
factorily the surgical records of a large hospital. C. W. D. 


Art. XVII— Guy's Hospital Reports. Edited by H. G. Hoavse, M.S., 
and Frederick Taylor, M.D. Vol. XLI., pp. 515. London : J. & A. 
Churchill, 1883. 

The leading article in this bulky volume is a biographical notice of 
Joseph Towne, modeller to Guy’s Hospital for fifty-three years, by Thomas 
Bryant, Senior Surgeon to the Hospital, from which it appears that this 
skilful artist became attached to the institution in 1826 when a lad of only 
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seventeen years old. His first work was, curiously enough, the modelling 
of a human skeleton, accomplished surreptitiously at night for tear of his 
father’s displeasure, and by the advice of a friend he brought it from his 
native country village to London, and exhibited it to Mr., afterwards Sir 
Astley Cooper. That great man at once recognized in the rustic youth a 
true genius for such work, and immediately secured his services for Guy’s 
Hospital, the museum of which seems to have been wonderfully enriched 
by his productions. Among the numerous examples of felicitous diction 
with which Mr. Bryant has adorned this memoir, it seems strange to find 
the following on p. 12 : “ Mr. Towne was married on September 20, 

1832 .... and left several children. He left also some models for 
disposal, the best of which were purchased for the museum of Guy’s,” etc. 

A case of Phosphorus Poisoning which ended in Recovery under the 
Administration of Oil of Turpentine , reported by C. Hilton Fagge, 
M.D., forms the second paper, and affords some confirmation of the value 
of this oil as a remedy as first suggested by Andant, whose detailed essay 
may be found in the Annales d’Hygiene for 1873. Although all the cases 
of acute phosphorus poisoning previously treated in the hospital had proved 
fatal, Dr. Fagge admits that the favourable issue in this instance should 
not be accepted as proof that turpentine is an effectual antidote, since 
several examples of recovery after hepatic enlargement, jaundice, and 
other severe symptoms appeared, are on record. 

Dr. W. Hale White next reports a curious Case of Symmetrical 
Softening of the Corpora Striata, followed by bilateral descending degene¬ 
ration with secondary anterior poliomyelitis. This patient’s malady seems 
to have quite baffled the diagnostic acumen of its reporter during life, and 
the only record of internal treatment is that of the administration of large 
doses of iodide of potassium, from which we may infer that the idea of 
some specific neoplasm to be absorbed rather than that of a degeneration 
to be arrested was entertained. The literature of the subject appears to 
to have been pretty thoroughly studied. 

In a short essay upon Exophthalmic Goitre with Mental Disorders, 
Dr. George FI. Savage relates the histories of three cases of Grave’s 
disease complicated with insanity, and of some other instances where 
insanity was accompanied with one or more symptoms of exophthalmic 
goitre. Savage asserts that but few cases of fully developed insanity with 
this variety of goitre are on record, although his experience shows that 
Grave’s disease is more common among the insane than among the sane, 
and that in the former case the mental symptoms are apt to be of a 
melancholic order. Under these circumstances there seems to be some¬ 
thing special in the type of insanity to which, however, Savage is unable 
to give any distinctive characteristics in writing, except that the melancholia 
is of a suspicious kind, followed by mania of a very violent nature, with a 
tendency to emaciation and death. 

The next article is entitled Cases of Empyema in Children treated by 
Removal of a Portion of f Rib, by W. Arbuthnot Lane, B.S. It is 
founded upon five cases, three of which were successful, the other two 
proving fatal on the eighth and twenty-second days respectively. Lane 
advocates the free use of hypodermic punctures over the surface area of a 
supposed pus cavity in the chest, in order to determine its size and depth; 
and great care in securing an aperture at the lowest point in order that the 
whole of the pus may be promptly drained off, and the employment of a 
large, soft rubber drainage tube for the purpose of securing a continued 
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free discharge. His experience with the method of preserving the peri¬ 
osteum has been quite favourable, no excessive formation of osseous 
material having obstructed the artificial outlet in any of these instances. 

Drs. R. E. Carrington, P. Horrocks, and W. H. White give in 
the succeeding paper an account of the Abnormalities observed in the 
Dissecting Room of Guy’s Hospital, during the Sessions 1880-81 and 
1881-82, these being detected in the pursuit of practical anatomy upon 
181 subjects. Among numerous minor abnormalities of the muscular 
system the most important seems to be a muscular slip about three inches 
long over the right popliteal space, without osseous attachments, which may 
have been either a slip from one of the hamstrings or a third head to the 
gastrocnemius. A curious arterial anomaly was the giving off of the 
innominate artery on the left side of the trachea, which it crossed about 
an inch above the sternum, of course, in a situation where it might render 
the operation of tracheotomy immediately fatal. Numerous less important 
variations in sundry parts of the arterial, venous, and nervous systems 
were noticed, and in one instance a kidney (Fig. 18) was found in an 
abnormal position, lying diagonally across the left sacro-iliac synchondrosis 
and partly projecting into the cavity of the pelvis. 

Two Cases of Pulsatile Tumour at the Root of the Neck are described 
by C. H. Golding-Bird, and F. A. Mahomed, M.D. One of these 
was an aneurism accompanied by peculiar symptoms, and the other was 
a post-sternal abscess which simulated aneurism. The great interest of 
this paper lies in the fact that by the aid of the sphygmograph Dr. 
Mahomed arrived at a correct diagnosis in each instance on a first exami¬ 
nation, and maintained it throughout, in spite of the conflicting opinions 
of several eminent medical men who examined the patients at different 
periods. Dr. Golding-Bird deserves great credit for the honest frankness 
with which he records the error into which lie was led, notwithstanding his 
careful and faithful study of the history, signs, and symptoms in the latter 
of these obscure cases. 

The first long article in this volume is a treatise on The Surgical 
Affections of the Tongue, by Thomas Bryant, written with the purpose 
of doing something towards filling the gap (as the tongue always does) 
left by scanty notice of diseases involving this important organ in previous 
numbers of the Hospital Reports. This paper is illustrated with two 
superb coloured lithographic plates, and also by three pages of lithographs 
representing microscopic appearances of some of the morbid growths 
described. These latter suggest that the drawings have been made under 
lenses sadly wanting in definition, and leave much to be desired in the 
way of clearness. 

Among congenital affections of the tongue hypertrophy or macro-glossia 
is represented by two instructive cases, the first of which in a boy was 
repeatedly relieved by mercurials, and the other in a young man was 
cured(?), although of twelve years’ standing, in a week by ten-grain doses 
of iodide of potassium. Several examples of nsevi and other congenital 
tumours of the tongue are given ; most of these were operated upon, but 
in one remarkable instance which was not interfered with, cystic degene¬ 
ration took place resulting in a great amelioration of the condition of the 
child by the time she reached her twelfth year. 

After discussing inflammation and simple ulcer of the tongue Bryant 
considers at length syphiliticand tubercular ulcerations, cancerof the tongue 
(in which he strongly advocates operation, and records one instance where 
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the disease did not return until fifteen years later), and concludes his valua¬ 
ble monograph with notice of that peculiar affection, ichthyosis of the lin¬ 
gual organ, which he has seen benefited by arsenic when not too far 
advanced, but believes in its confirmed stage must be treated by excision. 

Mr. Samuel Wilks contributes a very interesting paper On Heniian- 
cesthesia, in which he records several curious cases of veal or supposed 
brain lesions associated with this condition, including one of a French¬ 
man who was for a time a patient in Guy’s Hospital, and after being 
discharged much improved suffered a relapse, from which he was “ miracu¬ 
lously cured” by immersion into the waters of the holy well of Lourdes, 
in conjunction with the devout prayers of the Archbishop of Cambrai 
and numerous followers. Wilks also relates some experiments to test the 
value of the new system of “ metallotherapie,” the result of which will by 
no means satisfy its ardent Gallic advocates. 

In a brief essay upon Saturnine Lunacy , Dr. James F. Goodhart 
recounts the histories of four patients suffering from this malady, and 
admirably indicates the importance, from a therapeutic point of view, of 
diagnosing this little known affection from delirium tremens and from 
general paralysis, diseases which, at different stages of its course, it may 
very closely resemble. 

In the next article upon Acute Gonorrhceal Rheumatism, Mr. J. N. C. 
Davies-Colley takes occasion to correct the views he expressed some 
four years ago in the Obstetrical Journal , and informs us that he no longer 
considers the variety of the disease then described peculiar to women, as 
he has since observed it in three individuals of the male sex. This form 
Davies-Colley believes is characterized by its appearing during the acute 
stage of gonorrhoea, attacking at the outset several joints, and afterwards 
centring in one, most frequently the elbow-joint, and by its affecting 
especially the fibrous tissues of the articulation, and only secondarily the 
synovial membrane and cartilages. The affection is not amenable to ordi¬ 
nary anti-rheumatic remedies, the best treatment being to cure the dis¬ 
charge, keep the part perfectly still, apply uniform pressure during the 
acute stage, and when that terminates resort to passive motion. 

Mr. W. H. A. Jacouson furnishes a thoughtful paper On the Minute 
Anatomy and Origin of the Enchondromata of the Salivary Glands, in 
which, after a concise account of the position, external characters, structure, 
and treatment of these unsightly neoplasms, Jacobson advances some inter¬ 
esting arguments partly derived from embryological studies of the jaw and 
ear, etc., in favour of Cohnheim’s ingenious theory that the main source of 
origin for tumours consists in certain relics of foetal tissues, which, owing 
either to their being superfluous or to their development being arrested, have 
never reached maturity, but have remained quiescent in the midst of better 
developed structures. It must be remembered, however, that plausible as 
this hypothesis is, it remains as yet entirely without proof, which will from 
the nature of the case always be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. 
The essay is imperfectly illustrated by two lithographic plates, one pur¬ 
porting to represent the microscopic and the other the macroscopic 
characters of these formations. 

The longest article is furnished by Dr. P. H. Pye-Smith, and is enti¬ 
tled Reports of a Case of Idiopathic Anaemia of Addison, since called 
essential, pernicious or progressive anaemia, with a commentary and tables 
of selected cases. It forms a valuable contribution to the literature of 
this obscure and remarkable malady, but is too extended for abstract in 
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our present notice. Dr. Pye-Smitli gives tables of: A, 7 cases of fatal 
and probably idiopathic anaemia, recorded before Addison’s description of 
the disease in 1855 ; B, 103 selected cases of idiopathic anosmia, followed 
by death and autopsy, recorded since 1855; and C, 20 cases of recovery 
from idiopathic and profound anaemia. In regard to treatment Pye-Smith 
states that he has lost all confidence in iron and phosphorus, but has seen 
marked benefit follow the administration of arsenic, and.temporary improve¬ 
ment result from transfusion of blood. This paper should be studied by 
every medical practitioner having an obscure or doubtful case of anaemia 
under his care. 

Dr. Thomas Stevenson’s case of Poisoning by Aconitine is the cele¬ 
brated one of G*. H. Lamson, an alleged medical graduate of one of our 
American colleges, who was convicted and executed for the murder of his 
brother-in-law, Percy John, in 1881. The rarity of fatal poisoning by 
aconitine, the combined ingenuity and stupidity of the criminal, and the 
novelty of some of the points raised in the examination and trial, will 
doubtless render this case, as Dr. Stevenson anticipates, the leading one 
on this subject, in forensic medicine, for many years to come. The fatal 
dose of two grains of Morson’s (?) aconitine was probably administered 
in one of the gelatine capsules so commonly used here in America for the 
purpose of avoiding the taste of nauseous medicines, and death resulted, 
after great suffering, in about four hours. The tests relied upon were the 
effect upon the tongue of the analyst, the reaction with phospho-molybdic 
acid, and the physiological tests upon mice, which were found to be more 
satisfactory than frogs for this purpose. One-thirteenth of a grain of the 
alkaloidal extract obtained from one and a half fiuidonnces of the urine, 
in this instance, was so skilfully manipulated by Dr. Stevenson that after 
it had been tasted by three persons, and tested specifically for morphia and 
strychnia, the residue sufficed to kill two mice when injected beneath the 
skin of the back, with all the symptoms of aconite poisoning. 

Dr. C. H. Golding-Bird’s paper, Laboratory Notes on the Working 
of the Histological O/ass, contains much of interest to instructors in this 
important department. His answer to the question. ‘‘What is the easiest 
way of getting sections of tissues for the microscope?” which is commonly 
put to him, not only by present, but by past pupils, appears to be briefly: 
Harden the tissue in one-quarter per cent, aqueous chromic acid solu¬ 
tion ; then soak in gum mucilage, and cut sections by the aid of the freezing 
microtome. The best form of this instrument is, he asserts, that of Wil¬ 
liams, where the freezing mixture is ice and salt; but although “ the best,” 
this apparatus has been superseded by Grove’s modification, in which 
ether is employed. The staining materials used are eosine, picro-eosine, 
and logwood solution. Eosine, he declares, “ is no good alone,” but in 
conjunction with hsematoxylon answers well. The course includes, we 
are pleased to observe, lessons upon development, as illustrated in the 
embryo chick, to furnish specimens of which, eggs are incubated as recom¬ 
mended by Balfour and Foster. 

Cases of Paralysis of the Abductors of the Vocal Cords, by Dr. Fred¬ 
erick Taylor, comprise interesting reports of six examples of this 
affection, coming under Taylor’s notice in Guy’s Hospital during the last 
two or three years, with comments upon their respective peculiarities. Two 
of these instances in which recovery took place are of value, as demon¬ 
strating the fact “that dyspnoea and inspiratory stridor, from approxima¬ 
tion of the vocal cords, may occur as a temporary affection, which is not 
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spasmodic, and has not for its remote cause an organic lesion, but prob¬ 
ably some condition of nerve-failure, as hysteria or exhaustion.” 

A long article describing thirteen Cases of Multiple Small Abscesses of 
the Liver , by Dr. R. E. Carrington, is apologized for on account of un¬ 
necessary prolixity of detail, because Carrington wished to make the 
histories complete, in order that their obscurity from a clinical point of 
view might be apparent. From an instructive analysis of these reports 
we find that the duration of illness was very variable, running from five 
to eighty days; that wasting of the body was always a prominent symptom; 
that abdominal distension was present in eight out of eleven cases ; that 
the liver was enlarged in every instance save one; vomiting occurred in 
half the cases ; rigors were common; and an irregular febrile movement 
almost universal. Carrington states that ten of the examples were of 
infective origin, but no microscopic examination of the smaller foci of in¬ 
flammation to determine the presence of pyoemic micrococci in the intra¬ 
lobular vessels appears to have been attempted. We would strongly urge 
our author to undertake such an investigation at the first opportunity 
which may fall in his way in the future. 

Anillustrated paper on Pes Valgus Acqui situs; Pes Pronatus Acquisitus 
and Pes Cavus, by Mr. C. H. Golding-Bird, without containing much 
that is new, does really, as Golding-Bird hopes, tell much that will bear 
repetition, both on account of its clinical interest and with respect to treat¬ 
ment. Golding-Bird’s results in cases of acquired pes pronatus, from a 
simplified modification of Barwell’s apparatus, with an artificial India- 
rubber “ tendon” to draw up the arch of the foot, appear to have been 
eminently satisfactory. 

Another essay by Dr. Thomas Stevenson, the industrious lecturer 
on medical jurisprudence at Guy’s, has for its subject Lead Poisoning, 
giving some useful facts in regard to saturnine-water contamination, and 
reports the first English case of death from the homicidal administration 
of lead acetate, all of which will be perused with advantage by those of 
our readers who take an interest in forensic medicine. 

The last monograph is by Dr. W. A. Brailey, and treats of that some¬ 
what neglected subject, The Vitreous Body in its Relation to Various 
Diseases of the Eye. It gives the results of numerous observations upon 
the consistency, size, general appearances, and microscopical characters of 
the vitreous as found in excised eyes, and exhibits a praiseworthy effort 
to make the best use of opportunities for investigation which compara¬ 
tively few observers enjoy. 

Lists of prizemen, members-elect of the Royal College of Physicians 
and of Surgeons, appointees, etc., conclude the volume, which testifies to 
an amount of faithful and diligent medical work of which its illustrious 
staff may well be proud. J. G. R. 


Art. XVIII_ Sanitary and Statistical Report of the Surgeon-General 

of the Navy for the year 1881. 8vo. pp. 684. Government Printing 
Office: Washington, D. C., 1883. 

The medical corps of the navy, including all grades of the “ active 
list,” consists of 168 officers, each of whom has been carefully examined, 



